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guitar, sang a song in celebration of the occasion, beating time
with ivory castanets.
When the wine had been passed three times, the song
ended. The six generals rose and the Grand Marshal went
with them as far as the gate. Then he returned to the hall,
and the music died away. A servant told him that many
officers wished to see him. He ordered a great table to be
brought and set in the middle of the hall.
"Let the noblemen of the Court and those of high family
be first admitted," he commanded.
They came in, and retired again immediately. Then all
the officers of his own department were introduced. They
came with their cards, and these were handed to him. Then
came the law officers of the thirteen provinces in relays.
Hsi-mfen Ch'ing and Captain Ho were in the fifth party,
Their presents were brought in, and an attendant took the
list and placed it on the table. They came in and stood at the
foot of the steps waiting for their names to be announced.
While they waited, ,Hsi-mSn looked up and admired the
magnificent proportions of the great hall and the great red
sign with four characters upon it which had been written by
the Emperor's own hand. Their names were called and the
two men went forward, bowed, knelt down and waited.
"Why have you two gentlemen troubled the venerable
chamberlain to send me a present?" the Grand Marshal said.
He told his servants to take their gifts. "Do your duty, and
1 will treat you justly," he told them. "Stay until you have
been to the Court and> afterwards, come to my Ministry for
your papers."
The two men acknowledged the command the Marshal
gave them. Then the attendants warned them to withdraw
and they went out by a door on the left. As they passed
through the gateway, P£n IV and the other servants were
carrying out the empty boxes. They were about to go away,
when a man, carrying a red card, galloped towards them.
"Their Excellencies Wang and Kao are coming," he cried
as he passed.
Hsi-m€n Ch'ing and Captain Ho went into a house to
watch the two noblemen pass. Soldiers cleared the way. Then
came Wang Hua, Duke of Lung-hsi, Commander of the

